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BACK NUMBERS. 


Wuen the publication of the ‘‘ Guide” 
and ‘‘ Lessons” was commenced in Octo- 
ber, a large edition was printed for free 
circulation and to meet the demand for 
specimen copies. That edition is not yet 
exhausted. Copies of both the ‘‘ Guide” 
and ‘‘Lessons” for October can still be 
supplied. 

In settling upon the number to be regu- 
larly printed afterwards, we drew largely 
upon our faith, and then went beyond that, 
so as to be sure of being all right for a 
year; but our faith was too weak. The 
recular subscriptions now exceed the num- 
ber of copies then printed; and there has 
been such a demand for back numbers, 
that the November and December issues 
are exhausted. We can no longer supply 
the numbers for*those months. 

We commenced in January to increase 
our monthly editions, and can supply the 
numbers for the present year as they may 
_ be wanted. 

In this connection we would suggest to 
teachers to preserve their numbers of the 
“ Guide.” It is necessary each month to 
refer back to what has been before ex- 
plained. 


‘TEACHERS’ MEETINGS. 


Tue importance of the meeting of teach- 
-ers, with the pastor and superintendent, 
to consider the interests of the school, and 
to prepare for the presentation of the sub- 
jects of the lessons in the most effective 
manner, cannot be overestimated. _Wher- 
ever the circumstances of a school will 


‘allow, such meetings should by all means 
be held. 

Suppose a school with twenty teachers, 
and that each prepares himself as diligently 
and faithfully for the class-lesson as the 
time and means at his disposal will allow: 
can they, as a whole, labor so effectively 
in their classes as if, in addition to this 
individual preparation, they had come to- 
gether and got the benefit of each other’s 
suggestions, and got strengthened through 
a common sympathy, and moved by a com- 
mon impulse ? 

There are excellent teachers, who never 
attend teachers’ meetings, doing a grand 
work in their classes. But no school, as 
a whole, will reach its highest possible 
attainment, till pastor, superintendent, and 
teachers come frequently together, seeking 
to profit by each other’s study and experi- 
ence, and learning to labor with one heart 
and mind for the common end. 


LESSON XIV. 
THE CHILD IN THE TEMPLE. 


For the younger children weave the 
facts to be presented in this lesson into a 
connected story. Help them to picture to 
themselves the journey to Jerusalem, and 
the scene inthe Temple. If the lessons on 
the ‘* Temple ” and on the ‘‘ Temple Ser- 
vice” were well learned, there will be but ‘ 
little difficulty in regard to this lesson. 

. The forty days appointed by the Law of 
Moses (Lev. xii. 2, 4) are accomplished, 
and Mary makes ready for her journey to 


Jerusalem, to present her child at the Tem- 


ple, and make the customary offerings 
(Lev. xii. 6-8). She starts early in the 


Be 


morning, accompanied by Joseph. ' A walk 
of six miles is before them, over an uneven 
road, in some places steep and stony. 


THE JOURNEY. 


As they come out of the little village, 
they look down towards the south, on the 
corn and barley fields which once belonged 
to their great ancestor Boaz, where Ruth, 
the great-grandmother of King David, 
gleaned. Does Mary think of the youthful 
shepherd watching his flocks, as she looks 
upon the neighboring hills? Does there 
come to her a vision of the venerable Sam- 
uel anointing that young shepherd King of 
Israel? This babe that she bears in her 
arms, what strange intimations she has had 
respecting him! Is he to be aking? A 
Kine! And they leaving a peasant’s hut 
to walk to Jerusalem, too poor to purchase 
a lamb to offer as a sacrifice at the Temple, 
as do all Jewish mothers, except the very 
poorest! She knows not what to think. 
She can only keep the wonderful things she 
has heard in her heart. 

They pass out of the gate of the village, 
and near by is the spring for whose water 
King David so longed. They quench their 
thirst, and fill their leathern bottle for their 
journey. The road slopes down into the 
valley, and winds along hill-sides. Here 
and there they sit down under a tree, or in 
some rocky crevice to rest. They come to 
the spot where Rachel was buried. Mary’s 
thoughts go back into the far-off time. She 
feels a pang at the thought of the dying 
mother. The road soon after ascends a 
high ridge. From the summit they see the 
south wall of Jerusalem, and the white 
Temple rising up beyond, its golden roof 
glistening in the sun. It being the hour 
of the morning sacrifice, they detect a faint 
cloud of smoke rising in front of the Holy 
Fane. Mary thinks of the priests in their 
white vestments, serving before the altar,— 
the altar before which she will soon stand 
with her child, and which will smoke with 
her own offering. 
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They descend, and proceed across the 
plain of Rephaim, into the valley of Hin- 
nom; and then ascend Mount Zion, and 
enter the sacred city. They pass along its 
streets and come to the Temple walls on 
Mount Moriah. They enter one of the 
gates into the cloister, and look up and 
down its long aisles. They step out into 
the paved court of the Gentiles. Here are 
traders, who sell oxen, lambs, and doves 
for the sacrifices ; and money-changers, who 
give Jewish coins, the only kind received 
at the Temple, for Roman or other foreign 
coins. But Joseph has brought the doves 
from Bethlehem for Mary, and has no need 
to purchase. They pass to the eastern 
side of the Temple, go through an opening 
in the ‘‘ sacred fence,” ascend a few steps, 
and pass through a magnificent gate into 
the court of the women. Here are many 
Jews scattered about, conversing with each 
other; but they pay no heed to the poor 
peasant, his young wife and child. The 
proud Pharisee, the learned scribe, the 
rich Jew, care nothing for poor peasants, 
who come to the altar with their doves. 

But an old and venerable man sees them ; 
and as his eye falls upon the sweet face of 
the child, his countenance g@ights up with a 
strange joy. He approaches, takes the 
child into his arms, looks up to heaven, 
and blesses God for what his eyes behold. 
His joy is full. Now. he is ready to die, 
for the glory of Israel has been revealed to 
him. He gives back the child to Mary, 
but with words that sink into her very soul 
and awaken a dread of coming sorrow. 

The Jews near gather about the aged 
man and the young mother whose child 
has so filled him with happiness. An aged 
woman comes into the court from one of 
the adjoining rooms, and draws near to the 
little circle. She catches the inspiration of 
the scene, and lifts up her voice in thanks- 
giving and praise to God. She calls the 
attention of those who are looking for the 
redemption of Israel to this little child. 

Mary knows not what to think. This is 
so different from what she expected. She 


ee 


THE 


is almost oppressed with what she has seen 
and heard. Joseph accompanies her to the 
other side of the court, up the semi-circular 
steps, into a beautiful gateway, where she 
stands in sight of the altar. The child is 
presented to the priest, and her offering 
received. The doves are slain. One is 
burned upon the altar, and the other is 
reserved for the priests. The ceremony all 
over, every thing being done according to 
the law, Joseph and Mary with their child 
pass out of the Temple, and trace their way 
back to their Bethlehem-home. They pro- 
ceed almost silently, thinking and feeling 
too deeply for speech. 


THE FIRST-BORN. 


The references in the ‘‘ Lesson” will 
show the Biblical reasons for setting apart 
the first-born as holy unto the Lord. Be- 
fore the building of the Tabernacle the 
priestly function devolved upon the first- 
born. They were the priests of the nation. 
The substitution of the Levites is explained 
by the reference. But every sound first- 
born son had to be given to the Lord as 
before, and then redeemed by the payment 
to the priest of five shekels of the sanc- 
tuary, a sum amounting to about three 
dollars. 

As this redemption took place when the 
child was a month old, and the mother 
could not go to the Temple till ten days 
after that, the priest generally visited the 
house of the mother and received the re- 
demption fee; and the public presenta- 


. tion of the child to the Lord at the Temple 


was made afterwards. This money had to 
be paid in all cases; but when the parents 
were very poor, the priest would return it. 

The ceremony of redemption is still per- 
formed by the Jews. When the first-born 
son is thirty days old, the parents invite 
their friends and the priest to a repast. 
The priest gives thanks, and introduces the 
ceremony with prayer. He then looks at 
the redemption-money tendered him, and 
at the child, and asks the father which he 
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would rather have. The father prefers to 
give the money and have the child. The 
priest then passes the money round the 
child’s head, saying, ‘‘ This is for the first- 
born, this is in lieu of it, this redeems it; 


‘and let this son be spared for life, for the 


law of God, and for the fear of Heaven ! 
May it please Thee that, as he was spared 
for redemption, so may he be spared for 
the law, for matrimony, and for good works. 
Amen.” 


SIMEON. 


Nothing is really known of this personage 
beyond what is recorded by Luke. It may 
be fairly inferred that he was well known, 
both from his age and character. He was 
a true Israelite, in the best sense; and so 
sure was his faith in the coming Glory, that 
he felt in his soul that he should have a 
glimpse of it ere he departed. And that 
same spirit which inspired his faith testified 
to its realization in the child before him. 

Many writers upon this subject recognize 
Simeon asa son of the great Hillel, and 
father of the Gamaliel at whose feet Paul 
sat to be taught the wisdom of the law. 


ANNA. 


Since the commencement of her widow- 
hood, Anna had devoted herself to religious 
duties. It may be she made the Temple 
her home, as did the priests during their 
time of service. There were apartments 
for their accommodation. Luke’s words, 
however, may be taken as implying that 
she was a constant attendant upon the ser- 
vices of the Temple, living a temperate 
life, earnest in public and private devotions. 

The constant contemplation of religious 
themes and performance of religious duties 
had given her some spiritual insight, and 
her utterances in the old prophetic form 
and spirit had won for her the title of 
prophetess. Her long continuance in her 
way of life would have led to her being 
regarded as a saintly person, and have 
given to her words great weight and au- 
thority. — 
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Her age was doubtless eighty-four years. 
Some read the expression, ‘“‘a widow of 
about fourscore and four years,” as imply- 
ing that she had been a widow that length 
of time; thus making her age something 
over a hundred. But it seems more natural 
to take it as asserting that she was a widow, 
eighty-four years old. 


THE RETURN FROM JERUSALEM. 


Luke says Joseph and Mary ‘ returned 
into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.” 
But it is not absolutely necessary to take 
these words as meaning that they departed 
from the Temple for Nazareth; though 
they undoubtedly would be thus taken, had 
Matthew not written any thing in regard «o 
the infancy of Jesus. Taking Maithew’s 
account in connection with Luke’s, it seems 
more likely that the immediate return was 
to Bethlehem, and that the return to Naz- 
areth was made subsequently. This will 
be made more clear in the next lesson. 


LESSON XV. 
THE STAR AND THE MAGI. 


Marruew and Luke agree in stating 
that Jesus was born at Bethlehem. Luke 
goes more into detail, and states the cir- 
cumstances attendant upon his birth. The 
latter also records the presentation scene 
at the Temple; while the former makes no 
allusion to this, but relates the story of the 
Magi, and of the flight of Joseph and Mary 
into Egypt. 

There is no positive contradiction be- 
tween the two writers; but it is not clear 
what the sequence of the recorded events 
is. There are some difficulties in any ar- 
rangement which shall include all the par- 
ticulars given by the two evangelists. 

Was the visit of the ‘‘ wise men” before 
the presentation in the Temple? If so, 
the presentation could not have taken place 
until some months afterwards, instead of at 
the end of forty days, as Luke intimates. 
For the flight into Egypt immediately fol- 
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lowed; and even after the return from 
Egypt, Joseph’s and Mary’s fear of Arche- 
laus would have deterred them from so 
public an act. 

It is altogether probable that the pre- 
sentation did take place as recorded by 
Luke, that being the proper time for Mary 
to appear before the priest with her offer- 
ings. It will follow that the visit of the 
Magi must have been afterwards. This 
visit was made at Bethlehem. Therefore it 
must be admitted that Joseph and Mary 


returned to Bethlehem, and not to Nazareth, 


as Luke states. The return to Nazareth 
followed upon the return from Egypt. This 
seems to be the conclusion reached by most 
modern writers upon the subject. 


THE STAR. 


What was this appearance in the heavens, 
which Matthew speaks of as a star? But 
very few are disposed to consider it a star, 
in the modern acceptation of the term. 
Stats, however, have been known to appear, 
and, after being visible for a time, fade from 
sight. The most remarkable instance of 
this kind is that observed and recorded: by © 
Tycho Brahe, a Danish astronomer. It 
wasfirst observed on the 11th of November, 
1572, in the constellation Cassiopeia, shin- 
ing with great brilliancy. Its brightness 
increased, exceeding that of the brightest 
fixed stars, and even that of the planet 
Jupiter; equalling, or nearly equalling, 
that of Venus. Through the year 1573 it 
was visible, but grew less and less bright ; 
and about the middle of March, 1574, had . 
become invisible. A star nearly as bright 
appeared in 1604, and remained visible till 
March, 1606. Several instances of the 
appearance of stars of less magnitude have 
also been recorded. It is not strange, - 
therefore, that some persons, who insist 
upon the literal acceptation of Matthew’s 
account, think that the stan he records may 
have been a temporary star, like that ob- 
served by Tycho Brahe. 

Other persons are more inclined to regard 
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the luminous appearance: as a comet or a 
meteor. The words it ‘‘ went before them, 
till it came and stood over where the young 
child was,” would seem to apply to a meteor 
better than to any thing else. But the first 
appearance which attracted the ‘‘ wise men” 
could hardly have been a meteor. The 
appearance of even a large meteor was by 
no means so uncommon as to have been 
regarded as of so much importance. More- 
over, ‘‘his star in the east” seems to de- 
note something more than the passing of a 
ball of fire across the sky. 

Was there any astronomical phenomenon 
at this time, to which Matthew referred, 
though he may not have described it with 
strict accuracy ? It must be remembered 
that he was not writing of what he saw, 
but simply related what was told him from 
thirty to forty years after it happened. 
Astronomers have endeavored to answer 
that question. A conjunction of the planets 
Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars, which occurred 
in 1604, suggested to the astronomer Kep- 
ler that something of the sort might*have 
been the sign in the heavens which attracted 
the attention of the ‘‘ wise men,” and that 
the true year of the birth of Jesus might 
be ascertained, if such a conjunction could 
be proved to have happened about the time 
of the commencement of the Christian era. 
The calculations upon which he entered 
showed that in May, 747, a. v. c. (year 
of Rome), Jupiter and Saturn were in con- 
junction in the constellation Pisces. They 
would then be seen in the east, just before 
sunrise. In October they were in conjunc- 
tion again, and a third time in November. 
The planets thus passed each other three 
times, and for months were seen near to- 
gether, sometimes almost close enough to 
seem one star, and then separating a little. 
In 748, a. v. C., while they were still near 
together, they were joined by Mars. 

Wieseler, a German writer, makes out 
from the Chinese astronomical tables that 
a comet appeared in 750, a. vu. c. His 
theory is that the conjunction of the planets 
was the sign that led the Magi to Jerusa- 
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lem, and that the comet was the “ star ” that 
guided them to Bethlehem. 

It will be seen, if the theory of Kepler 
be true, that Jesus was born in 747, or at 
the latest 748, A. U. c.; that is, five or six 
years earlier than the commencement of our 
present era. 


THE MAGI. 


Nothing is revealed in regard to the 
character of the Magi, or ‘‘ wise men,” or 
in regard to their nationality, except that 
they came ‘‘ from the east.” To the Jews 
‘« the east ” would doubtless be the countries 
in the vicinity of the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers, and beyond. These men, therefore, 
may have come from Chaldea or Persia. 
The gifts they made have led some writers 
to conclude that they came from Arabia. 

In those regions the movements of the 
heavenly bodies and the phenomena of 
the skies were closely watched. The clear- 
ness of the atmosphere favored this obser- 
vation. The rising and setting of particular 
stars were marked, and their connection 
with the seasons noted. The heavens were 
mapped out, and the most prominent stars 
known by name. The true length of the 
year was ascertained. The accuracy of 
much of the knowledge gained is wonder- 
ful, when it is considered that the observers 
had no aid from astronomical instruments. 

That the course of human events is in- 
fluenced by the movements and positions of 
the heavenly bodies was not only the belief 
of the ancient nations, but of European 
nations almost down to the present time. 
Astronomy was made subservient to astrol- 
ogy. ‘The stars were studied to learn the 
fate of nations and individuals, to read 
coming events. 

A former lesson brought out the Jewish 
notion and expectation of a Messiah. The 
Jews during the time of their captivity 
were brought into contact with the nations 
of the east. Not all of them returned with 
Ezra or Nehemiah. Many remained in 
Babylonia, and many went to Persia. It 
may be that these Jews disseminated to 
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some extent their ideas. There was some- 
thing, also, in the teaching of Zoroaster, 
the founder of the ancient Persian religion, 
that might have led to the expectancy of 
some great ruler to be born in the west. 
Some quotations from Roman writers seem 
to indicate that there was an expectation on 
the part of eastern races that one was to 
be born in Judea who was to become king 
of the world. 

The Magi among the Medes were the 
learned and priestly class, occupying a po- 
sition in regard to the rest of the nation 
something like that of the Levites to the 
Jews. They became powerful and influen- 
tial in Persia and in Chaldea. They were, 
doubtless, astrologers, and studied carefully 
the heavens. _ 

Some sign is observed in the heavens. 
Suppose it to be the near approach of Ju- 
piter and Saturn to each other. 
in that position in respect to the earth that 
it shines » th its greatest brilliancy, a bril- 
liancy beyond that which is observed 
through our moister atmosphere; and the 
pale light of Saturn seems almost to mingle 
with it. So remarkable a conjunction 
would mean something extraordinary to an 
ast ologer. What does it mean? <A few 
of the Magi think, from the position of the 
planets in the heavens, that whatever is 
portended has reference to Judea. What, 
then, can it be but the birth of that king 
who is to deliver that nation and rule over 
the world ? 

Sure that they read the sign aright, they 
form the plan of going to Judea to behold 
the child, and render him their homage. 
The preparation for the journey, and the 
journey itself across the long stretch of 
intervening country, on camels’ backs, oc- 
cupies five months. They enter Jerusalem, 
anticipating no difficulty in finding the child 
they seek. But to their surprise no one 
has heard of him. Soon all Jerusalem is 
astir at the sight of the strangers, and the 
tidings they bring. ‘The Sanhedrim is con- 
vened. The prophecies are consulted, and 
Bethlehem of Judea is pronounced the place 
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where the Christ should be born. At night, 
in accordance with the eastern custom of 
night-travel, they leave Jerusalem for Beth- 
lehem, passing over the same road that 
Joseph and Mary travelled four months be- 
fore. They had proceeded but a little way 
on their journey when, lo! looking up into 
the heavens, they observe the same sign, 
Jupiter and Saturn in close proximity, as 
they were five months before, and now 
seeming to be directly over the height on 
which Bethlehem is situated. They go on 
with joy, and, reaching the village, have 
no difficulty in finding Joseph and Mary 
and the earnestly sought child. They drive 
into the court of the ‘‘ inn,” their camels 
are unloaded by their attendants, and they 
proceed with their gifts to do homage to 
the infant king. The ceremony over, they 
depart for their far-away home. Joseph 
and Mary, warned of danger to the child, 
hurriedly flee from Bethlehem to Egypt, to 
be beyond Herod’s reach. 


THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI. 
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These were such as were worthy kingly 
acceptance. They indicated, as did all the 
circumstances of the journey, that the Magi 
were the possessors of wealth. Many 
Christians like to think of the gold as sym- 
bolizing the kingship of Jesus; the frank- 
incense, his divine priesthood; and the 
myrrh, his death. 

Frankincense is a gum, or resin, that 
exudes from a certain tree that grows in 
Arabia, and in some other parts of Asia. 
It is not quite certain from what kind of 
tree the ancient frankincense was obtained. 
The best frankincense comes from India; 
and it may be that the Hebrews obtained 
much of their supply from that quarter. It 
was used in compounding the incense that 
was burnt upon the altar in the Holy Place. 
(Ex. xxx. 34-36.) 

The purest was of a white color, and 
upon being burnt gave out aifragrant odor. 
The peculiar fragrance of the sacred incense 
became associated in the Hebrew mind with 
God; and, diffused throughout the Temple, 
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was perhaps a symbol of the divine pres- 
ence. Those who see a symbolic meaning 
in each of the ingredients of which the in- 
cense was composed make frankincense 
symbolic of the divine holiness. 

Myrrh is also a gum. It exudes from 
certain species of trees growing in Arabia, 
and in certain parts of Africa. The 
Egyptians obtained a large part of their 
supply from Nubia or Abyssinia. This 
gum was noted for its medicinal and pre- 
servative qualities. It was an ingredient 
of the sacred oil and of many perfumes. 
It was largely used in embalming. Hero- 
dotus says that the Egyptians filled the 
dead body ‘‘ with powder of pure myrrh, 
cassia, and other perfumes, except frankin- 
cense.” The apostle John says (xix. 39) 
that Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes to embalm the body of Jesus. 
This constant, use of it, in connection with 
the dead, probably suggested the symbolic 
meaning alluded to above. 

CONCLUSION. - 

The above is given as, perhaps, as good 
a natural basis for Matthew’s account as 
can be reached. It does not conform in 
all particulars to his statements, but it runs 
clear of many of the difficulties that are en- 
countered by other interpretations of his 
words. ‘The story is a beautiful one; and 
though it may be, to some minds, des- 
titute of any literal truth, yet presents to all 
a picture the imagination loves to dwell 
upon, and pays a worthy homage to divine 
truth. Lose not in any entanglements of 
the letter the grand teaching of the Spirit. 
The Jews, who had been looking for a star 
to arise out of Jacob, recognize not the new 
light ; but Gentiles come to the brightness 
of its rising. The new stars are not for 
the astronomers who confine themselves to 
the study of old charts, however perfect, 
but for those who search the heavens. 


TueE best way to do good to ourselves is 
to do it to others; the right way to gather 
is to scatter. 
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LESSON XVI. 
JESUS WITH THE DOCTORS. 


Turs lesson can hardly fail of being inter- 
esting, especially if former lessons have 
been well learned. The customs of the 
people, the manner of travelling, the Feast 
of the Passover, the Temple, — what is 
understood about these will render good 
service in the consideration of the present 
subject. 

It may be well to dwell somewhat upon 
the probable life of Jesus in Nazareth, dur- 
ing his childhood. ‘The idea that has been 
given of the village, of the ways of its 
people, of the occupation of his father, will 
assist in this. His life differed but little 
from that of other Jewish boys. He was 
subject to the commands of his parents. 
He attended the services of the synagogue, 
the school of the chazzdn, and was in- 
structed at home. What he learned was 
not simply a matter of memory. He 
pondered upon questions of law, and upon 
the inspirations of prophets. His early 
spiritual development gave him a spiritual , 
insight, not only beyond that of boys, but ~ 
that of his synagogue-teacher. It may 
readily be conceded that the boy who made 
himself at home with the learned Rabbis 
at Jerusalem had put many a puzzling 
question to his teachers in Nazareth. 

Still he was a bgy. He assisted his 
father. and mother. He played with his 
brothers and sisters, and the boys and girls 
of Nazareth. He went with his mother to 
the spring. He made excursions with his 
father to Sepphoris, to Capernaum on the 
Lake, to Cana. He ran over the hills with 
other boys. He gleaned in the fields, 
gathered fruit and flowers. He often went 
up to the top of the hill on the brow of 
which he lived, and saw the white tops of 
Hermon in the north, the hills of Bashan 
in the distant east, dark Tabor near at 
hand, the beautiful plain of Esdraelon 
stretching out southward below him, Car- 
mel in the far west, and the blue waters of 
the Mediterranean. He watched for the 
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time of the singing of the birds, revelled in 
the season of blossoms, and enjoyed the 
fragrance of the vine. 


HIS FIRST PASSOVER. 


He had, each month of Nisan as the 
moon drew near its fyll, seen his parents 
start for Jerusalem to celebrate the Pass- 
over; and he had doubtless longed, after the 
manner of boys, to be old enough to go 
with them and make one of the great con- 
gregation. The time has come. The vil- 
lagers are getting ready to start for Jerusa- 
lem. Jesus is not the only Nazareth boy 
who has just reached twelve. He will have 
companions. What. pleasure is before 
them! The time spent in travelling and 
the week in Jerusalem, will make a whole 
fortnight of social enjoyment and festivity. 


THE JOURNEY. 


The mules are all laden with the few 
cooking-utensils needed, and articles of 
food. The men have girded up their robes, 
bound good sandals to their feet, and taken 
their staves in hand. ‘The boys have imi- 
tated their example. The few women are all 
ready. They will sometimes ride upon the 
mules, and sometimes walk. The company 
set forth. They go down the hill, across 
the fertile plain of Esdraelon. They pass 
several small villages, and are joined by 
other parties on theig way to Jerusalem. 
There are the mountains of Gilboa on 
their left. They have crossed the plain, 
and begin to ascend the rocky paih to 
higher land. Itis near night. They have 
reached the borders of Samaria, and make 
preparations for their night’s encampment. 
Tents are pitched and fires kindled; every 
one is busy, and enjoying himself too much 
to feel tired. The evening meal is par- 
taken, psalms are chanted, there is some 
conversation, and then all lie down under 
the cover of their tents to sleep. 

The next day after the morning meal, on 
they travel again. Now they are in the 
province of Samaria. The Samaritans and 
Jews are not on friendly terms. ‘They will 
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not accept kindnesses at each other’s hands, 
and have as little to do with each other as 
possible. They pass by the city of Samaria, 
come to the mountains of Ebal and Geri- 
zim, pause at Joseph’s tomb in the valley 
between, go through Shechem, and come 
to Jacob’s Well, where they slake their 
thirst. Somewhere in this vicinity they 
encamp for the second night. 

The next day they come to Bethel, where 
their patriarchal ancestor, Jacob, slept one 
night, with a stone for a pillow and the 
starry heavens for his tent-covering; and 
had the glorious vision of a ladder reach- 
ing from heaven to earth, upon which angels 
were descending and ascending. What 
meant that vision to this boy? Were the 
heavens already beginning to open to him, 
and the angelic ministries to descend and 
lead the human up into the divine? 

They follow the uneven path over and 
around the hills of Judea, pass through 
village after village, see here and there 
other companies moving on to Jerusalem; 
and, by-and-by, as the day draws to its 
close, lifted up in the midst of surrounding 
hills, is the Holy City itself, its Sacred 
Fane rising majestically from its marble 
terraves. ‘lhe western sun shines back at 
times from its golden roof in almost dazzling 
splendor. With what a glory the youthful 
mind of Jesus invests the city of the Great 
King! He gazes with boyish delight; and 
knows not how his own history is to be 
associated with that wonderful city, how in 
far-off ages its very dust shall be precious 
because it may have been pressed by ‘‘ his 
blessed feet.” 

The company proceed onward and enter 
the city. They find accommodations with 
friends, or a place where they can encamp 
in some court or open space. 


THE PASSOVER. 


Let the scholars in imagination accom- 
pany Jesus up to the Temple with Joseph, 
the latter bearing upon his shoulder the 
lamb that is to be killed for the evening 
meal. Let them witness with him the 


ascended from the golden altar. 
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ceremonies at the Temple and partake 
of the Paschal Feast, as described in the 
lesson on the ‘‘ Great Feasts.” The more 
clear all this is in the mind of the teacher, 
the more intensely real can he help to make 
it to his scholars. 


THE DOCTORS. 


Jesus, no doubt, went up to the Temple 
daily. He watched with interest the orderly 
proceedings of the priests. He could look 
through the vestibule into the Holy Place 
where the lamps were kept constantly 
burning, and wreaths of fragrant smoke 
Then that 
mysterious chamber beyond! What a ter- 
rible sanctity invested it as the abiding 
place of God! Did there even then ‘come 
into his soul intimations of that all-entold- 
ing, all-pervading Spirit whose holiest place 
is the pure heart ? 

It is evident that what this boy saw and 
heard affected him deeply. Perhaps he 
was disappointed: not in the magnificence 
of the Temple, the stateliness of its cere- 
monies, or the skill and decorousness of the 
white-robed priests ; but because of a lack of 
a warm and enkindling spirit. The other 
boys of twelve who came up to Jerusalem 
that year gazed with eager curiosity, and 
went away satisfied. But Jesus could not 
be satisfied till he understood what all this 
service meant. There was perhaps a want 
of agreement between what he saw, and 
what was his own feeling towards God, and 
his own feeling of what would be acceptable 
worship. 

He wandered about the Temple. He 
entered the quarter or apartment where the 
Jewish Rabbis were engaged in discussing 
theories of the law, interpreting the same 
to their followers, and instructing the peo- 
ple. He became an eager listener. He 
could not resist asking questions. The 
doctors were astonished at the penetration 
these questions manifested. They answered ; 
but he still questioned. They questioned 
him in return. “His answers were prompt, 
and showed a remarkable understanding of 
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the Law and appreciation of the Prophets. 
Day after day he went up to the Temple, 
not to see the priests minister at the altar, 
but to listen to the teachings of the Rabbis, 
and enter into their discussions. They 
wondered at the boy’s sound judgment 
and deep insight, and were refreshed with 
new sensations. They grew more and more 
interested in him; seated him in their 
midst, and talked with him as with each 
other. © 

_ One day in the midst of their discussions 
Joseph and Mary appeared, and were 
struck with amazement at the sight of the 
son they sought in conversation with these 
illustrious men. .The mother’s delight at 
seeing him did not prevent the tender 
reproof, ‘‘ Why hast thou thus dealt with 
us?” In the new life awakened by his 
Temple experiences, the boy had forgotten 
his parents andhome. ‘The spiritual germs 
within him had unfolded during those few 
days as buds and flowers unfold in the 
warm spring rain and the after-shining of 
the genial sun._ The Jerusalem Temple 
had symbolized to him the great temple of 
God, and the true nature of priestly ser- 
vice had dawned upon him. ‘‘ The Father’s 
business!” That is the supreme object of 
contemplation and effort to the awakened 
soul. The child born into the Father’s love 
is impelled to do the Father’s work. Not in 
ungentle tone, but gather in tone of sur- 
prise, Jesus replied, ‘‘ Wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s business?” But 
for a time the Father’s business was to be 
done in the Nazareth home. So Jesus re- 
turned with his parents, and was subject to 
them. 


DIFFICULTIES. 


If any arise in seeking to understand 
the narration of Luke, explain them in the 
best way possible; but there is no need of 
suggesting them to children. Here is a 
beautiful picture, a true picture: help the 
young to see it so that it will tell to them 
its story, and send its spirit into their 


hearts. The more it is contemplated in 
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relation to the customs that then prevailed, 
and in connection with what must have been 
the character of Jesus, the more natura] 
does it all seem. - 

These festivals at Jerusalem were emi- 
nently social. Many families travelled in 
company, and different companies followed 
at short intervals. At Jerusalem there was 
an interchange of visits. The young would 
go from tent to tent. It was, no doubt, 
arranged that the Nazareth people should 
start on their journey homeward on a cer- 


tain day. They did not all leave the city 


at the same moment, but knew they should 
get together on the way, or at the first en- 
campment. 

Joseph and Mary with a few others start 
in company. Jesus is not with them. They 
give themselves no uneasiness, quite sure 
that he is with some intimate friends who 
are soon to follow. They reach the spot 
for encampment. The Nazareth parties all 
come up one after the other. But Jesus is 
not with either. Then the anxiety of the 
mother is manifested; but little sleep 
probably that night. In the morning she 
and Joseph retrace their steps to Jerusa- 
lem. What remained of that day after 
their arrival, they spent in searching for 
Jesus. He was not to be found. The 
parents’ anxiety increased. The next day 
they renew their search, visiting all the 
courts and apartmentig of the Temple, and 
‘at last find him where least expected. 
Mary draws him to her side, hardly daring 
to show her emotion, or speak into any ear 
but his, in that august company. 

Now in regard to Jesus. He doubtless, 
because of his early development and steadi- 
ness of character, had been allowed a free- 
dom beyond that of ordinary boys. It may 
be he did not know of the departure; that 
instead of being with Nazareth friends, or 
some of his relations, as Mary supposed, he 
had made friends of certain of the priests 
or Levites, and was spending even his 
nights at the Temple. So absorbed was he 
in his researches and meditations; so great 
was the life unfolding within him, that he 
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scarce took note of the passing away of the 
days. He had been caught up above his 
earthly surroundings, and brought more 
consciously into heavenly relations. It is 
the appreciation. of this that adds point to 
the remark that be returned with his par- 
ents and:remained subject to them. 


LESSON XVII. 
JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


ZacuaRtias, the father of John the Bap- 
tist, was a priest of the course of Abia 
(Abijah, 1 Chron. xxiv. 10), and his mother 
a descendant from Aaron (Lukei.5). John 
was therefore of priestly rank. 

Of their residence there is no intimation 
excepting that Mary went ‘‘into the hill- 
country, into a city of Judea,” to see her 
cousin Elizabeth. The authorities are di- 
vided between Hebron and Jutta. Cir- 
cumstances relating to the birth of John 
are given, but nothing further in regard to 
him up to the time of his preaching, except 
ing that he ‘‘ grew, and waxed strong in 
spirit, and was in the deserts.” 


THE WILDERNESS. 


The tract of country from Jerusalem 
southward, bordering upon the lower part 
of the Jordan and the Dead Sea, is the 
‘* wilderness of Judea.” It is not a wilder- 
ness in the modern sense. It is a rocky, 
hilly, and inhospitable country, and was but 
thinly inhabited. There were clumps of 
trees and shrubs here and there, and a 
scanty herbage. In some of the valleys 
might be found fertile spots, but much of 
the region was barren. 

Here it was John lived the life of a her- 
mit, spending his time in meditation, and 
ministering unto the wants of such as came 
to him. 


HIS APPEARANCE, 


It would seem that he dressed in the 
simplest manner, wearing only a loose 
coarse robe, made of camel’s hair, and 
bound round his waist with a leathern 
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girdle. His hair and beard were very 
long. He must have presented a-wild and 
shagey appearance, certainly resembling 
that of Elijah of old, excepting that the 
latter wore a mantle of sheepskin. 


HIS FOOD. 


The ‘‘ locusts” here spoken of were a 
species of grasshopper. It will be seen, in 
Ley. xi. 22, that they are enumerated 
among’ the, articles of food. There were 
different ways of preparing them to suit 
the taste, but John probably ate them with 
his wild-honey. Of this latter article he 
could have an abundant supply. Palestine 
was a land ‘‘ flowing with honey.” It was 
found stored away in the cavities of trees 
and the clefts of rocks. Some writers 
believe this ‘‘ wild-honey ” to have been an 
exudation from certain trees and shrubs, 
and the ‘‘ locusts” the pods of the locust- 
tree. But the better authorities seem now 
to adhere to the idea that the words con- 
vey. John ate what the wilderness fur- 
nished him, but the two things mentioned 
were the principal articles of his diet. 


HIS PREACHING. 


John was a perfect type of the Hebrew 


prophet. He had gained that exaltation of 


. thought and feeling, that irrepressible im- 


pulse to declare the truth that had been 
borne in upon him, which were the charac- 
teristics of the prophet. He was sure that 
the On& long-looked for was near; and he 
felt it to be his mission to declare his 
approach, and open the way for the coming 
kingdom. What better preparation could 
be made for the Great King than that he 
called for, in demanding that all should 
“repent ;” not that they should simply feel 
a sorrow for their sins, but turn their 
hearts from evil and do righteous deeds ? 
He commenced his preaching in the little 
villages in the borders of the wilderness. 
His strange appearance and fiery speech 
attracted the attention of the people. His 
fame spread. He led his followers to the 
Jordan and baptized them into a new life. 


107 


They came to him from Jericho, from Jeru- 
salem, from all the regions round, and were 
baptized of him in the Jordan. 

But not for himself did he gather this 
band of disciples. He baptized with water, 
but there was one among them who should 
baptize them with the spirit and with fire. 
To this greater one, the latchet of whose 
shoes he was not worthy to unloose, he 
steadily pointed. 

The fame of John’s preaching reached 
Jesus in his Galilean home. The latter 
left Galilee to join John at the Jordan, 
and be baptized of him. His baptism will 
form the subject of the next lesson, and the 
rite of baptism will then be more fully con- 
sidered. 

John continued his preaching, rebuking 
evil in all its forms, and baptizing his 
converts. 


HIS WITNESS OF HIMSELF. 


One’ day when he was preaching and 
baptizing at Bethabara, or at Bethany, as 
in the earliest manuscripts, there waited 
upon him a deputation from the great San- 
hedrim at Jerusalem, asking, ‘‘ Who art 
thou?” (John i. 19-28). He disclaimed 
being the Christ, or Elijah. He was simply 
a ‘‘voice crying in the wilderness.” He 
claimed nothing for himself. All was for 
“the one coming after.” Even to his dis- 
ciples who complained of the popularity of 
the new teacher, in the greatest humility 
he joyfully declared, ‘‘ He must increase, 
but I must decrease.” 


HIS IMPRISONMENT. 


Herod Philip, the son of Herod the Great 
and Mariamne, had married Herodias. 
They had a daughter, Salome. Herodias 
left Philip and became the wife of Herod, 
the tetrarch of Galilee. This marriage 
John condemned as unlawful. Herod, 
therefore, had him arrested and imprisoned 
in the fortress of Macherus. The ministry 
of John was thus terminated. 

It would seem that in prison either the 
faith of John in Jesus as the Messiah be- 
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gan to waver, or the faith of John’s disci- 
ples in Jesus wavered, as might naturally 
happen under the circumstances; so that 
John sent an embassy to Jesus to.ask in 
plain terms whether he were the Messiah or 
not, that he might assure his disciples, even 
though his own faith might have needed no 
strengthening. The answer of Jesus, and 
his testimony in regard to John, are found 
in Matt. xi. 2-15. 


acquainted with Oriental life, and has given 
an interesting account of her experiences. 
The present customs in Syria help to an 
understanding of the ancient. 

Dr. Morison’s ‘‘ Disquisitions and Notes 
on Matthew’s Gospel” will afford many 
valuable suggestions to teachers, in refer- 
ence to the present lessons. It is pub- 
lished by the Unitarian Association. 

There is a photograph of William Hol- 
man Hunt’s celebrated painting of ‘‘ Jesus 
disputing with the Doctors,” which it would 
be very interesting to show the scholars in 
connection with the lesson on that subject. 
We found it at Mr. E. Clapp’s, 7 School 
Street. Price for the small size, 30 cents ; 
the large, $1.25.. The latter would well 
adorn the walls of a Sunday-school room. 


HIS DEATH. 


John’s imprisonment lasted not long. 
Herodias was determined to bring about 
his death. Ata banquet on the birthday 
of Herod, which took place probably at 
Macherus, her. daughter Salome danced 
before him, so displaying her charms and 
graces as to receive from him a promise 
confirmed by an oath, that he would give 
her whatsoever she should ask. This had 
been expected ; and,’as she had been previ- 
ously instructed, she demanded the head of 
John the Baptist in a charger (a large dish 
or platter). Herod was sorry; but, for his 
oath’s sake, he ordered John to be behead- 
ed, and her request granted. Thus ended 
the life of this bold reformer, whose words 
had stirred all Jewry, and heralded the 
coming of Him whose kingdom was to be 
established in righteousness. 

Josephus records the imprisonment of 
John at Macherus, and his death. But 
4he attributes both to another cause. He 
states that Herod feared the great influence 
that John had over the people, followed as 
he was by crowds who seemed willing to 
obey him. in all things; and had him im- 
prisoned and put to death, lest he should 
raise a rebellion. 


NEXT MONTH’S LESSONS. 


Tue lessons for May will be: ‘*The 
Baptism of Jesus;” ‘‘ His Temptation ;” 
‘¢ His First Disciples ;” ‘‘ The Marriage at 
Cana.” 


TIME JIS PASSING. 


Time is running in his chariot, 
Rapidly his wheels go round; 
Though they leave no dust behind them, 
Though they have no rumbling sound; 
Silently they bear us onward, 
Soon our journey will be o’er, 
Soon our feet shail press the meadows 
Of the vast, eternal shore. 
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REFERENCE BOOKS. 


In addition to books previously named, 
“Domestic Life in Palestine,” by Miss 
Mary E. Rogers, may be mentioned. Miss 
Rogers spent three years in Palestine with 
her brother, who was British consul there. 
She had unusual facilities for becoming 
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LESSON XIV.—THE CHILD IN THE TEMPLE. 


[LUKE Il. 22-88.] 


« And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accom- 
plished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord.” — LUKE ii. 22, 


‘¢ With holy joy upon his face, 
The aged Simeon smiled, 
While fondly in his withered arms 
He clasped the promised child.” 


. FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


Where was Jesus born? 

How far from Jerusalem ? 

[About six miles. ] 

How do you think of Joseph and ay. travel- 
ling to Jerusalem with their infant child 

How old was the child ? 

Forty days; or, possibly, a little older. ] 
. what part of the Temple did they carry 

him ¢ 

Did the Jewish mother present all her children 
at the Temple? 

(No; only the first-born boy. ] 

What did Mary carry to the priest to be offered 
as a sacrifice ? 

[Verse 24.] a 

pa this show that the parents of Jesus were 

oor 
- [The offering would have been a lamb and a 
turtle-dove, had they been able to get a lamb. ] 

Whom did Mary meet in the Temple? 


[Verse 25.] 

What made him so glad to see this. babe ? 

How does the Holy Spirit make men know 
things ? 

Who came into the Temple while Simeon was 
sperking ? 

[Verse 36. ] 

Did she have the same thoughts about the child 
that Simeon did? 

How did what was said affect Joseph and Mary ? 

[Verse 38. ] ; 

What is there in this account that seems strange 
to vou? 

Have youseen little children presented at church 
to be “ christened ”’ ? 

Are such children ‘ presented to the Lord” ? 

As soon as any children ave big enough to think, 
ought they not to think of themselves as the 
Lord’s? : 

How, then, ought they to live? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


What was the law in regard to first-born sons? 
. [Exodus xxii. 29.] 

Why was this ? 

[Exodus xiii. 15.] 

Who were afterwards taken iustead of the first- 
born? 

[Numbers viii. 14-18. ] 

Was all claim upon the first-born released ? 

[No; they were to be redeemed. See Numbers 
Xviii. 15, 16.] 

What was the character of Simeon ? 

What word should be substituted for “‘ Ghost ’*? 

Why would the Jews speak of the coming Mes- 
siah as the ‘‘ Consolation of Israel”? 

What word may be used for ‘‘ Christ’ in the 
phrase ‘“ the Lord’s Christ”? 

Repeat the words of Simeon. 

[Verses 29-82. | 

‘What idea do you get from them? 


How do you understand what he said to Mary | 
in verses 34, 35? J 

Who was Anna? 

[‘‘ Aser”’ is used for Asher] 

How did she spend her time? 

Do you think that she never left the Temple, 
and was all the time fasting and praving ? 

Were there any other persons present ? 

To whom did Anna address her remarks ? 

Do her words imply that she recognized the 
child as the “ promised one”’ that was to redeem 
Israel ? 

How do you account for the impression made 
upon Simeon and Anna? 

To what place did Joseph and Mary return? 

[Verse 89. Taking Matthew’s account of the 
infancy of Jesus, we must suppose that they first 
went to Bethlehem and lived there a short time; 
then, into Egypt before going to Nazareth. ] 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Law in relation to the first-born; substitution of the Levites; redemption; the child presented at 


the Temple; Simeon; Anna; import of the scene; 


tion to Matthew’s. 


Luke’s account of the infancy of Jesus in its rela- 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XV.—THE STAR AND THE MAGI. 


[MATTHEW II. 1-12.] 


“ When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding greag joy.” — MATTHEW ii. 


10. 


** As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee.” 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


When you read about the “star” in Matthew, 
how does it seem to you? 

Do you think it was a new star that came shin- 
ing in the heavens? : 

Can any one tell just what it was that the “ wise 
men”? called “his star’? 

[No; but it is no matter. There is no harm in 
thinking of it as a bright star; any truth we get, 
any thing that leads us to God, shines in our 
minds asa star shines in the sky. ] 

What did it lead them to do? 

How far did they have to travel ? 

[About a thousand miles, and through a desert 
country. ] 

How did they travel? 

When they got to Jerusalem, did they find any- 
body who knew about this newly-born king? 

Where would they naturally expect to find one 
born to be king? 


Where did they find the child they sought ? 

What did they do when they came where he was ? 

What does “ worshipped him” mean ? 

[It means that they bowed themselves to the 
ground before him, as is the custom of the Eastern 
people when they come into the presence of their 
rulers. | 

Was it customary for strangers visiting a king 
to make gifts? 

[Yes; see what rich gifts the Queen of Sheba 
made to Solomon. 1 Kings x. 10.] 

What sort of presents would they naturally make 
toa king? 

Did Jesus ever become a king ? 

[Not in a worldly way. His rule is over men’s 
hearts and minds. ] 

How can you now pay your homage to him? 

What are the gifts that the poorest as well as 
the richest can make to him? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


Who were the Magi, or “ wise men’’? 

[The Magi were a class of men in ancient Media 
and Persia, who were skilled in the knowledge 
of the time. Being astrologers, they closely ob- 
served the appearance and movements of the 
heavenly bodies. | 

What is astrology, and how does it differ from 
astronomy ? 

Do people now believe in astrology ? 

ee had the Magi that Matthew wrote about 
seen 

What does it seem to you that this “star” must 
have been? 

Why could it not have been a real star? 

What explanations are made in regard to it? 

[That it was a meteor, not subject to the ordi- 
nary laws of meteoric bodies; a comet; a conjunc- 
tion of planets. | 

Haye the planets ever been pointed out to you? 

[This month you can see in the evening Venus 
shining brightly in the west, and Jupiter nearly 
overhead. Mars does not rise till between eight and 
nine o’clock, and Saturn not till towards morning. 
They are now, therefore, widely separate from each 
other. When two of them, in the course of their 
orbits, come into such a position that they will be 
seen in the same direction from the earth, or 


nearly the same, they will appear to be near to- 
gether. They are then said to be in conjunction. 
The conjunction referred to was that of Jupiter 
and Saturn. ‘The positions of the planets were of 
great importance in astrology. ] 

Why did these Magi associate what they saw 
with an occurrencepin Judea? 

{It may be because they knew of the Jewish 
expectation of a Messiah, or because of their own 
belief that a king was to be born in that country 
who was to rule the world. It has been suggested, 
also, that the astrological symbol of Judea was a 
fish, and the conjunction noticed occurred in the 
constellation Pisces, the Fishes. | 

Tell what you can of their journey and their 
finding the infant Jesus ? 

How do you understand the ninth verse ? 

What gifts did they make the child? 

Why these gifts instead of others. . 

Must this account in Matthew be taken as liter- 
ally true in every particular? 

What is meant by Jesus being a spiritual king? 

What could you give Jesus as spiritual king, 
that oa be like giving pure gold to an earthly 
king‘ 

What, that would be like odorous gums and 


| spices ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


_The Magi; astrology; the star; its interpretation by the Magi; their journey and its result; sig- 
nificancy of this event; Matthew’s account regarded as miraculous, as admitting of a natural explana- 


tion, as mythical. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


Iit 


LESSON XVI.—JESUS WITH THE DOCTORS. 


[LUKE II. 41-52.] 


* And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the Temple, sitting in 
the midst of the doctors, both hearing them and asking them questions.” — LUKE ii. 46. 


‘“‘ Like him, may we be found below, 
In wisdom’s paths of peace; 
Like him, in grace and knowledge grow, 
As years and strength increase.” 


FOR YOUNG 


What occurred after the visit of the Magi? 

[Matthew ii. 13, 14.] 

Why did Joseph upon his return go to Nazareth? 

[Matthew ii. 22, 23. 

What was the character of Herod Antipas, who 
ruled in Galilee ? 

[He was not a good man; but he favored the 
Jews, and was not so cruel as his brother Arche- 
laus. | 

How old was Jesus-at this time? 

[Probably, either two or three years. ] 

Do we know any thing more about his child- 
hood? 

[Only what’ is said in Luke ii. 40. 
verse. | P 

How often did his parents go up to the Feast of 
the Passover? 

When did they first take him with them? 

How far was it from Nazareth to Jerusalem? 

[About seventy miles. Think how he must have 
enjoyed travelling with his parents and friends, 
and seeing Jerusalem and its magnificent Temple. | 

Did Jesus go into the men’s court of the Tem- 


Learn the 


ple with Joseph,.or stay in the women’s court 
with his mother? 


SCHOLARS. 


{He probably went with Joseph. Remember 
what you were told about the ceremonies at the 
Temple on the Passover occasion, and then you 
can think of Jesus seeing them all. ] 

Do you remember how the Temple with its 
courts was constructed ? 

In what part was it Jesus found the learned 
Rabbis discussing questions of law ? 

[Probably in one of the porches or cloisters 
connected with the outward walls; or in some 
room connected with the inner court. ] 

Did he get interested in their teachings? 

Why do you suppose he asked questions? 

Could he answer the questions that were put to 
him?’ e 

[Verse 47.] 

Did his desire for knowledge lead him to stay 
in Jerusalem to meet these learned men after his 
parents had departed ? 

What did his parents think to find him sitting 
in the midst of these great Rabbis? 

May not this boy, seeking the truth, and grow- 
ing in favor with God and man, be an example 
for the young ? : 


‘FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


When “Herod the Great’? died, how was his 
kingdom divided ? 

What does Josephus record of the character of 
Archelaus ? * 

{‘: That he seemed to be so afraid lest he should 
not be deemed Herod’s own son, that he took 
especial care to make his acts prove it.’’] 

Does that imply that he was cruel and tyran- 
nical like his father ? 

Where did the governor of Galilee reside ? 

[At Sepphoris (Sef-fd-ris), a few miles north of 
Nazareth. | “ 

What is related of the life of Jesus from the 
visit of the Magi to his going up to the Passover 
for the first time ? 

Matthew ii. 13-23.] 

Give some descriptiof of his journey from Naz- 
areth to Jerusalem. 

What preparations were made for the paschal 
meal ? 

When eating this meal with his father and his 
father’s friends, do you think he was the one to 
ask, ‘* What means this service ?”’ 

[Exodus xii. 26, 27.] 

i eet would Jesus be likely to do after the first 
ay 


What about the Temple would have attracted 
you most ? 

In what did Jesus get interested ? 

Do you think he went every day where these 
Jewish doctors. or Rabbis, were assembled ? 

How do you suppose Jesus came to take part 
in their discussions ? 

[Probably, any who were present, listening to 
the soe might at the proper time ask ques- 
tions. 

Can you account for his parents not knowing 
where he was? 

[They knew he could be trusted; and it may be 
he was spending a part of the time with some of 
his friends. ] 

When did his parents get alarmed, and set 
about searching for him ? 

Why were they amazed when they found him? 

What did he mean by his reply to his mother’s 
mild rebuke ? 

Did he show any desire to break away from 
parental authority ? 

[Verse 51.] 

What idea does this Temple-scene give you of 
Jesus as a boy? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The childhood of Jesus; his education; the tendency and working of his mind; influence of the 
Temple service and the pace ceremonies; presence with the doctors; probable nature of his ques- 
tions; intimation of his life-work. , 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON XVII.— JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


[MATTHEW III.; MARK I. 2-11; 


LUKE III. 2-20; JOHN I. 6-84.] 


“The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” —Isalax x1. 3. 


“A voice from the desert comes awful and shrill; ‘ 
The Lord is advancing! prepare ye the way! 
The word of Jehovah he comes to fulfil, 
And o’er the dark world pour the splendors of day.” 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. - 


Where was John the Baptist born? — 

[Some think at Hebron; others at Jutta, a small 
place a few miles farther south. ] 

What is known of his life previous to the com- 
mencement of his ministry ? 

[Only what Luke records. Chap. i. 80.] 

Where did he begin to preach ? 

[Matthew iii. 1; Luke iii. 3.] 

Where was this wilderness or desert country ? 

[It was some distance south of Jerusalem, and 
west of the Dead Sea. It was hilly, rocky, and 
in some places barren. | 

What is said of the dress and food of John? 

[Matthew iii. 4.] 

Did many people flock to hear him preach? 

[Luke iii. 7.] 

Did they come from a great distance ? 

[Matthew iii. 5.] 

What did he say to them all? 

[Matthew iii. 2 ] 

What does it mean, to repent ? 

Did John seem so great that some began to 
think he might be the Christ? 


[Luke iii. 15.] 
What did he say in regard to this? 
John iii. 28.] 

Why do you suppose that he was called the 
Baptist ? 

Matthew iii. 6.] 

Who came to him one day to be baptized, and 
was baptized by him? 

| Mark i. 9.] 

What wrong thing had Herod done that John 
rebuked ? 

{He had taken his brother’s wife, Herodias. 
John’s rebuke made Herodias hate him, as it also 
did Herod. | 

What did Herod do to John? 

[Luke iii. 20.] 

Can you tell from Matthew xiv. 6-12, how it 
was Herodias brought about his death? 

Should you think it possible fora mother to lead 
her daughter to ask any thing so cruel ? 

Was it not very wicked in Herod to grant her 
request, notwithstanding his promise ? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


What relation were the mothers of John and 
Jesus ? 

{Luke i. 36.] 

How far apart did these two live in their child- 
hood and youth? 

Is it likely that they sometimes met at Jerusa- 
lem at the feasts ? 

What was the law of the Nazarite ? 

[Numbers vi. 3-5. Itis supposed from Luke i. 
15, that John was brought up as.a Nazarite. Some 


think that he became one of the sect of the Es- }: 


senes. | 
How do you imagine he spent his time in the 
“ wilderness ’’ country, before he began to preach ? 
What should you think he felt to be his mis- 
sion ? 


‘Did he go to the people, or did they come to 


him ? 
Why did he call upon all to repent? 
[Matthew iii. 2.] 
What would a Jew understand from 
phrase ? 
[The coming of the reign of the Messiah. ] 
ee who believed in him submitted to what 
rite 


that 


How did he turn the attention of his disciples 
from himself to one greater ? 

[Luke iii. 16, 17.] ; 

Did he continue his ministry after Jesus began 
to teach ? 

[John iii. 22, 23.] 

Did he rejoice that all men went to hear Jesus? 

[John iii. 28-30.] 

as John ever afraid to speak the truth ? 

How did he offend Herod? 

[Luke iii. 19.] 

Where did Herod cause him to be imprisoned ? 

[In a fortress at Machaerus (Ma-ké-rus), in the 
country east of the Dead Sea. Persea (Pe-ré-a) 
was a part of Herod’s tetrarchy. ] 

Did John, while in prison, send a message to 
Jesus ? 

Matthew xi. 2, 3.] 
hat was the testimony of Jesus respecting 

John? 

[Matthew xi. 10, 11, 14.] 

How do you understand the allusion, in verse 14, 
to Malachi iv. 5? 

Describe the scene (Matthew xiv. 6-12) that 
led to John’s death. 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. ; 


Prophecies relating to the forerunner; John’s birth a 


ng education; likeness tothe old prophets; 


consciousness of his mission; the nature and effectiveness of his preaching; his relation to Jesus; his 


imprisonment and death. 


